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 29 ft. Topaz 36 ft. Custom Express
 1 / 2 Day $500 1 / 2 Day $550
 3 / 4 Day $650 3 / 4 Day $700
 Full Day $750 Full Day $800
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Donna Hart shows off a large bull dolphin caught recently 
while fishing with friends off Big Pine.
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 Artificial Reefs of the Keys is a 
501(c)(3) non-profit group in Key 
West, Florida, working to bring the de-
commissioned Gen. Hoyt S. Vandenberg 
to our waters to become an artificial reef.

On April 12 at 12:15 the Vandenberg 
departed Norfolk, Virginia for the long 
tow to her new home in Key West, 
Florida. More than a decade of work 
by a dedicated core of volunteers will 
finally come to fruition. After leaving 
the shipyard dock, Vandenberg will pass 
under the Elizabeth River bridge and pass the Hampton Roads 
bridge-tunnel, the Chesapeake Bay bridge-tunnel, come around the 
point at the Cape Henry lighthouse and head south. Smith Maritime, 
of Green Cove Springs, Florida is undertaking the tow with the 
deep sea tug, Elsbeth III.

The National Weather Service, Key West will be providing daily 
updates on position and weather conditions. 

Photo by Andy Newman/Florida Keys News Bureau

There is no better time to be in the keys then right now for some of 
the best times in the land of sport fishing. And the fish are waiting for 
the many who make yearly pilgrimages to what is truly paradise. I think 
from now to the middle of July will bring the best catches from Tarpon, 
Permit, Bonefish, Snook and many others.

Lets start with Snook fishing and that has been phenomenal. Over the 
last 2 weeks, I have had my anglers in to what I call giants, those over 
20 lbs. They were days you could not put a bait in the water without an 
immediate gulp from old linesides. I use 10 lb. outfits and a Snook of 
that size gets a fair battle with that light an outfit. I never use braids or 
heavier tests as I love the stretch of Ande Mono. Its more forgiving when 
the battle gets close, no ripping out a hook on a quick surge. Yes, that’s 
for me and why should this old guide change now. Besides, I probably 
have many thousands under my belt. Right now for those seeking Mr. 
Snook, get yourself out back and try your hand. This has always been 
one of my favorites. 

Permit, there everywhere I have been fishing. Biggest last week was 
a 35 pounder caught by Kelly Creegan from Buffalo, N. Y. He caught 

it on again a 10lb. Spin outfit and it took him, 1 Hr. 45 minutes to boat 
it. A quick photo and release and a very happy fisherman. That day we 
seen so many, we really did not know which one to toss a crab at next. 
He also caught 3 good Snook, and a big Goliath Grouper . Over the 
week, we would land 14 Permit from 15 to 35 lbs. Now that’s what I call 
amazing Permit fishing.

Tarpon are here from way out back to the area bridges. And catching 
them has been a no-brainer. Live mullet has been first choice at this time 
of year with goggle eyes and big pilchards next. At night , drifting crabs 
back to the bridge pilings has been awesome. Give me an outgoing tide 
at the bridges and hang on, you will be hooked up in no time. I use circle 
hooks, size 8/0 and find them perfect for me. Others go smaller, that’s 
okay too. This fishing calls for stout gear, I like 30 or 40 lb. outfits, 7ft. 
Pool stick like rods and leaders around 80 lb. mono. A quality swivel and 
the smallest of corks to float the bait back. Drags locked pretty darn tight 
and just hang on and watch the show. Please don’t take them out of the 
water. Get a nice photo by the boat and kiss him goodbye. Pulling one 
in the boat and taking hero pictures does not cut it anymore. I remember 
a well known bass angler doing that a number of years ago and I set 
him straight about this as he discarded a dead tarpon over the sides 
after keeping it a good 10 minutes out of the water. What a waste and 
that inconsiderate bum doesn’t come near me anymore. There’s a lot of 
people in the keys that know that story. I was right, he was way wrong.

Bonefish are also hitting their peak times and the best times are those 
early and late incoming tides on the backside flats. There were a couple 
of 14 pounders caught and that’s mighty big. Throwing a small crab is 
still tops for the big ones. And those throwing flies find April and May 
the best.

 So if that’s not an exciting invitation to fish the Florida keys, you must 
be a golfer. If you live here you know what I’m talking about and find it 
difficult to go to work. So I look forward to seeing you on the waters in 
what will be the best the Islands here offer.

And remember . . .
Never buy anything with a handle on it – it means work . . .
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Capt. Tom at Hawks Cay Resort & Marina reports the waters are a 
perfect 81 degrees, with winds from 5 to 10 mph one day and 20 to 30 
mph, the next.

The 2009 World Sailfish Championship, started this week in Key West 
Florida, and on the very first day of the tournament 225 Sailfish were 
caught and released. As you may have guested Sailfishing is at its peak. 
Catches of 15 to 20 Sails a day are not uncommon. Captains from all 
over the Keys are scoring big catches, giving their clients the thrill of a 
lifetime.

Blackfin Tuna are bending rods on the Marathon hump, (taking live 
pilchards) to 30 lbs.

There are lots of large schools of Dolphin ( mahi-mahi ) with fish to 
15 lbs. But some monster mahi-mahi are being taken by fishing under 
swimming sea turtles to 40 lbs.

Capt. Scott Meyer from TV’s Saltwater Experience crew reported the 
bonefish hunting is still doing well - there are pods of bones all over 
the flats. When the wind lay down, there were some excellent days with 
catches of up to 13 fish a day to 10 lbs.

Also on the flats and backcountry, schools of 15 to 40 lb. juvenile 
Tarpon are supplying great action taking shrimp, crabs, and pilchards, 
but D.O.A C.A.L shad and jerk baits are accounting for most of the 
damage. Big Tarpon are hot and hungry taking mullet, Storm wildeye 
jigs and big shad plugs under the bridges to 150 lbs.

Cobia made a decent showing with fish to 50 lbs. The reef is holding 
its own with good numbers of yellowtail snappers 2 to 4 lbs., mutton 
snapper to 14 lbs. and the occasional keeper Grouper.

There are plenty of grunts, porgies, lane and mangrove snappers to 
keep everyone happy.

This past week’s weather has been like a rollercoaster, windy days 
followed by warm calm conditions, and then the cool wind again. Such 
inconsistent conditions seem to be frustrating our tarpon as well as 
our flat’s guides. I have yet to see any epic spring tarpon fishing like I 
have during this time in past years. I think this year’s late cold fronts 
and these inconsistent conditions are to blame. One can only hope and 
imagine that we will receive a tarpon explosion when things begin to lay 
out. Good news is we still have plenty of juvenile tarpon, not quite the 
thrill their older siblings provide, but still available for an aerial show.

On a lighter note, the bone fishing is absolutely great. Despite the 
windy conditions I have been watching reels lose their entire line 
capacity to fatty bonefish. While the calm days have seemingly brought 

them all out to play. My best day on bonefish during this past week was 
seven bones caught, much more than I can say about tarpon. Thank the 
flats gods for these fish,I feel like I may be lost without them some days.

I’m gonna go ahead and say it, the permit are gone to spawn for spring, 
Two weeks ago you would have thought their wasn’t another fish on the 
flats in the lower Florida Keys. And then like turning off a light switch 
they are all gone, what an awesome fish. I think I saw some of the best 
permit fishing I have ever seen during this year. All the way up to our 
most recent full moon, I was hooked on that black sickle tail. Is there 
a permit rehab? I think it is called tarpon season. Does anyone know 
where that place is? I need to know. I’ll be out ocean side looking for it 
these weeks to come.

Fly-fishing these windy conditions has been quite the challenge, I 
would be lying if I said I didn’t have a spin rod on the boat most days 
this week. Once again, thank those bonefish during the wind. They 
always find a leeward spot to live somewhere in the backcountry. 
Throwing a shrimp fly tucked behind the mangroves works every time.

Thanks for reading . . .
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Gulf Red Snapper Season 
On Hold Until June 1 . . .

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 
reminds anglers that the recreational harvest season for red snapper 
in Gulf of Mexico waters has changed.  The open season now takes 
place from June 1 through Sept. 30.

Previously, the recreational red snapper harvest season opened on 
April 15 in Gulf state waters, and the season in Gulf federal waters 
opened on April 21.  Now, the recreational harvest season for red 
snapper in all Gulf waters off Florida does not open until June 1.

Researchers consider Gulf red snapper to be overfished (in the 
past) and undergoing more overfishing now. A shorter fishing season 
will reduce the harvest of Gulf red snapper and help rebuild the 
fishery’s population.

More information regarding the management of Gulf red snapper 
is available at www.MyFWC.com/RULESANDREGS/Saltwater_
Regulations_RedSnapperIndex.htm.

Cudjoe Gardens Dolphin Tournament
June 19 – 21, 2009 on Cudjoe Key

Sponsored by the Pirate Wellness Center

Proceeds will benefit the Cancer Foundation of the Florida 
Keys, the Domestic Abuse Shelter, Reef Relief, and the SeaBee 
Foundation. 

The annual Cudjoe Garden’s Dolphin Tournament will be held on 
June 20-21, with the Anglers Registration on June 19th at 5:00 PM 
at the Cudjoe Gardens Marina at 377 Drost Ave., on Cudjoe Key. 
Buon Appetito Ristorante, located next to the Marina, will provide 
appetizers and cocktails during the registration. Pirate Wellness 
Center located at MM21.4 on Cudjoe Key will be the lead sponsor 
and will host the Award Dinner at its facility on June 21st at 6:00 
PM, with food provided by Mad Dawg Barbecue Joint. 

Lines in will be at 8:00 AM and lines out will be 3:00 PM both 
days. Weigh-in is at the Cudjoe Gardens Marina from 3:00 PM to 
5:00 PM daily. Registration can be done on-line or forms can be 
downloaded at www.piratewellnesscenter.com.

For additional information call Walt Drabinski, (305) 394-0784 
(cell), or e-mail: Waltd@piratewellnesscenter.com. Information can 
also be picked up at the Pirate Wellness Center, 21460 Overseas 
Hwy., or you can call them at (305) 744-3348.
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Once again we had windy conditions here in Key West. The water 
temp outside the reef is about 77 and a little warmer inside the reef. The 
current was moving pretty good to the east and there was a slight color 
change stacking up bait and fish. 

Offshore the Dolphin bite was OK. It was not as good as the previous 
week but we managed to find some fish along the color change that 
was meandering between 170 and 250 feet deep. There was not much 
bird activity and most of the fish we found were singles. Sailfishing 
was excellent this week due to the rough conditions. Fish were filtering 
in anywhere from 100 feet to 150 feet. I had a number of fish in that 
depth and a couple in deeper water that was holding more Dolphin. One 
Wahoo hit peeled off some line and then dropped the bait. We should see 
the next wave of Wahoo around the next full moon.

Reef fishing was OK this week. Yellowtail was the most reliable target 
and a few nice Grouper and Muttons hit the tables at Murray Marine. 
Most of the fish are in 90-120 feet. Live Pinfish, Pilchards as well as 
dead Squid and Bonito strips are the best baits. Look for the reef fishing 
to start to peak in the next few weeks with Muttons, Mangrove and 
Yellowtail becoming thick as spawning season is here.

Gulf fishing was pretty good during the south wind. I found Cobia, 
Kingfish, Cero, Spanish, gag and Red Grouper along with Mangrove, 
Yellowtail and Lane Snapper. The Cobias were on the small side as they 
are now migrating north.

We should see the Vandenberg this week and everyone is anticipating 
the arrival of the first new artificial wreck in the Key West area in a long 
time. It seems like every county in Florida gets many new reefs every 
year except for Monroe County. With the fishing pressure we receive in 
the Keys we should be adding many more new reefs to our waters.
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It was a busy week here in the Lower Keys. We had the World Sailfish 
Tournament going on out of Key West. This tournament brings down 
the best sailfish anglers from all over to compete for big cash. As usual 
the tournament was a huge success and went smoothly.  Congratulations 
to the Get Lit team who caught 22 fish in three days for the win. The 
tournament distributed 1.13 million in prize money this year and to date 
the tournament has contributed 1.8million to charity. Make your plans to 
take part next year.

A good sailfish bite ran through most of the week. The fish are passing 
through and when conditions are right you can spot the fish tailing to the 
west. Toss live baits in front of cruising fish and you will be off to the 
races. If you see a few fish then there are likely more in the area. When 
the winds are strong out of the east it is time to get out and catch a few.

Dolphin fishing was fair last week. There were some nice fish 
caught and some boats caught the numbers but all in all it was a little 
inconsistent. This is the time of year that the big dolphin start showing 
up so any day could produce a trophy fish. Each week the dolphin fishing 
should get better and better. Troll rigged ballyhoo along color changes or 
weed lines. If you find something floating it will likely be a gold mine of 
fish. Frigate birds were marking a lot of big fish this past week so keep an 
eye out for the birds working.

Reef fishing was good towards the end of the week. The yellowtail bite 
was very good. We did not find many flag tails but a limit was pretty easy 
to come by. Float a piece of cut bait back in the chum slick and expect a 
quick bite. We were using 20lb fluorocarbon and a 1/8oz jig head with 
ballyhoo and bonito chunks. The bottom bite was fair but most of the fish 
were on the small size. Put a legal yellowtail down on the bottom just in 
case there is a big grouper around. There are some cobia moving down 
the reef line so have a rod ready to throw if one happens by. If they are 
going to show up it will likely be shortly after you get set up. 

The two things that were a little slow this past week were the flats and 
the gulf fishing. We made a trip out into the gulf and found good action 
with a variety of fish. The cobia fishing was not what I was expecting. It 
could have been that we were just at the wrong place at the wrong time. 
Water temperatures dropped a good bit and slowed down the tarpon 
bite. The permit have started to move off to spawn leaving tarpon on the 
forefront of shallow water anglers’ minds. As things continue to warm up 
the tarpon fishing should heat up.

Good luck and good fishing.

Featured Boat!

1985 46’ Ocean 
Super Sport Boat
2-671 Detroit’s JT 450 hp 
diesel engines with 1825 
original hours; 8 KW Gen 
Set-Galley maid 200 gpd 
R / O Plant; all new GPS 
electronics; radar-fathometer; 
(Furuno)-2 VHF radios; one 
single side-band radio; KVH-

6 Satellite track TV system-2 color TV’s with built-in DVD players; 
1 Salon / 1 main Stateroom; central Vacuum system; 2 Staterooms / 2 
Bathrooms; Galley down Salon up; Fresh water flush system; 2 central 
A / C’s; Washer / Dryer and a lot of extras!
All refurbished interiors - must see all the teak and wood work! 12 ft. 
fiberglass Boston Whaler on bow with a 15 hp Johnson-Electric hoist 
crane. Boat is well maintained - Ready to Fish and Travel!
Was $199,500. Priced reduced to $159,500.
Fabulous Boat at a Great Price! Call: Jack Sweeting: 
Home: (305) 872-3036; Cell: (305) 395-8738.
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It is that time of year that we are getting into the D.T.’s. Yep, that’s 
right. Now is when just about all I am asked about is the D.T.’s from 
anglers either in the store or calling from far away places on the phone. 
“Are they there yet? Can I get them now or should I wait another week 
or so? What should I use to get them?” Now before you think that I am 
working for AA or referring to another drinking problem, let me explain. 
Late April is the time for two species in particular to highlight almost 
every fisherman’s tongue; Dolphin and Tarpon. (Had you wondering, 
didn’t I?) 

Both dolphin and tarpon are species that provide anglers with some 
of the best fighting available and both come into local waters in such 
numbers that everyone has a shot at catching them. It is not like going 
out for a marlin and hoping that you get to hook one but rather you 
expect to hook and catch more than a few. Dolphin in particular give you 
the shot at catching a big bull, (Male) or cow, (Female) while trolling 
and then enjoying the opportunity of catching numerous ‘schoolies’ that 
can accompany them as your work your prize to the boat. (PS, dolphin 
and cattle are about the only times you can call a female a cow in mixed 
company and remain standing during the conversation!) 

We are just at the start of the big push of dolphin into local waters and 
as of late, the inside edge of the Gulfstream has remained fairly close to 
the reef line which has allowed many of the smaller boaters to venture 
into the areas where plenty of fish have been working through. As we 
get well into summer, the normal range for good action is 18 to 30 miles 

beyond the reef but for now, the action has been quite good within 10 
miles of the edge of the reef with a few days of exceptional action only 3 
miles out . 

Of course, ballyhoo being trolled has remained the hottest item for 
capturing these nice fish and when I say nice fish, I am talking about 
a good number of dolphin brought in recently in the 20+ pound range. 
Several well over 40 were taken just last week. There are few species 
with this size that most any angler can target and expect to catch on a 
regular basis. What other species of fish can you get plenty of when 
the babies, (schoolies,) can be 4+ pounds? This provides you with an 
excellent species to target on light tackle and have a blast. We have a 
custom bead chain rig that makes rigging ballyhoo simple and easy 
while also getting the hook completely back in the bait which prevents 
any chance of a ‘cut off’ on the bait. It also gives you protection of being 
cut off by toothy critters such as wahoo or very large dolphin while 
giving you the flexibility of handling sailfish. 

Oh the inshore front and being the ‘T’ of the D.T.’s, it is getting to 
be prime time for tarpon fishing throughout most of the Keys waters. 
Literally hundreds of tarpon have arrived in the past week or so around 
area bridge channels to go along with the numerous fish that are stalking 
the flats daily. At the channels, mornings and evenings are still the best 
time to get action while flats provide a good bet during the midday 
hours. Live mullet, live shrimp and live crabs are by far the best bait 
although plenty are taken on artificial lures. Understand that most small 
tarpon are 35+ pounds and the average this time of year is 80+ pounds. I 
don’t care where you are from, that is a big fish! 

 We have a couple of tarpon tournaments coming up that might 
interest you as well. The 43rd Annual Marathon International Tarpon 
Tournament will kick off for three evenings of fishing on April 30th and 
the Ladies will have their turn on May 9th & 10th with the 33rd Annual 
Ladies Tarpon Tournament. Both events are fishing for tarpon on 12 & 
30 pound test line and open to everyone. We have information on both 
events at the store or by calling 305-743-6139. (Don’t just hear the 
rumors from these events, be one!)  

The best thing about the D.T.’s is that you can do both in the same day. 
You can hit your favorite bridge channel in the early morning and then 
head out offshore for the dolphin and / or return after a day offshore to 
work for some tarpon in the evening. Either way, you cannot find too 
many places on this earth were you could go for big fish this close to 
home and actually expect to catch them on a daily basis. Just think, two 
big dolphin and two big tarpon and you have caught roughly over 200 
pounds of fish in a day. Trust me that just kicks the ‘B’ out of bass!

Vacation Opportunity . . .
Fishing, Skiing, Travel to Europe 
or Overseas . . . Go Anywhere!
If you think the fishing is good in the Fabulous 
Florida Keys, why not try Belize, Costa Rica, 
Mexico – where’s your dream fish?
Retail value - $3,500 for 7 days, now offering for $800. 
Can also be an all inclusive (meals, drinks, etc., but not airfare).
Send e-mail to: vacation@weeklyfisherman.com 
for more information and details . . .
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March 13 - Nov. 30: Key West Fishing Tournament. Key West . 
This popular 8.5-month-long competition targets more than 40 
species of fish. Contact Doris Harris at (305) 295-6601 or (800) 970-
9056, e-mail director@keywestfishingtournament.com or visit www.
keywestfishingtournament.com.

April 23-25: Big Boys Off-Shore Charity Fishing Tournament. 
Key Largo. Anglers pursue dolphin fish, one of the most beautiful and 
plentiful fish of the offshore waters of the Keys. Contact Kevin Clark at 
(305) 852-9337, e-mail clark@crittercontrol.com, or visit: 
www.bigboysoffshore.com.

April 24-25: Inaugural 7 Mile Marina Marathon Sharkathon. 
Marathon.This all release tournament boasts $25,000 in cash awards, and 
will benefit Grace Jones Day Care Center and the Marathon Affiliate of 
the Disabled American Veterans. This is a team tournament with points 
awarded based on the type of sharks caught and released. The winning 
team with the most points will receive a grand prize of $15,000 cash.

April 24-26: Redbone at Large Hawks Cay Sunrise / Sunset 
Tarpon Celebrity Tournament. Marathon. The event is one of 
approximately 30 Redbone Celebrity tournaments that are held each 
year, with all proceeds benefiting the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. 
Contact Gary Ellis at (305) 664-2002, e-mail redboneinc@aol.com, visit 
www.redbone.org, 

April 26-29: 22nd Annual Faro Blanco Invitational Tarpon 
Tournament. Marathon. Anglers tangle with silver kings in an event 
named for a famous Marathon resort. The tournament is a fundraiser 
for Ronald McDonald House charities’ Summer Camp Program. 
Contact Robert Traa at (609) 645-1840, ext. 115, or e-mail: Bobtraa@
mindspring.com.

April 30-May 2: 43rd Annual Marathon International Tarpon 
Tournament. Marathon. This all-release event is one of the longest-
running tournaments targeting the mighty silver king. Contact Dave 
Navarro at (305) 743-6139, e-mail worldclassan@comcast.net. 

May 3-7: Tarponian Tournament. Marathon. Anglers target tarpon 
and vie for prizes in this high-energy event. Contact David Breznicky at 
(215) 542-1492, e-mail dbreznicky@breznickyassociates.com.

May 16: 13th Annual St. Lucie Co. Chamber of Commerce Fishing 
Frenzy  . Port St. Lucie. (Fort Pierce Marina). $225 Boat Entry for 
this Dolphin-only competition held in Fort Pierce. Cash Prizes are 
$10,000 for 1st place, $3,000 for 2nd, $2,000 for 3rd and $1,000 for 
4th. Captain’s Party with Free Dinner is May 15th at the Community 
Center, just North of the Marina from 5 to 6pm. Bring the whole family 
for the 3pm weigh-in on Saturday for raffles, refreshments, awards and 
a DJ. For more info contact: info@StLucieChamber.org, or visit www.
StLucieChamber.org.
June 7-12: Treasure Cay Billfish CBT. Abaco, Bahamas. Announcing 
its first-ever guaranteed cash payout, ranging from $10,000 for a 
minimum of ten boats and up to $50,000 for participation of 50 boats. 
There is also a 10% dockage discount during the tournament. The TCBT 
is a modified release tournament offering four days of fishing, social 
parties, dinners and fun competitions. 

Quick Note on Photography . . . 
Please submit your photos in RGB format, with the largest pixel 

dimension (count) set to at least 1600 (1600x1200, for example). 
Photos from camera phones generally are not big enough. We do our 

best to include all photos, but unfortunately, some aren’t high enough 
quality. Please do not adjust (Photoshop) files when sending photos.

We strive to publish the best reproduction of your beautiful catch for 
everyone’s enjoyment . . .

Send your e-mail to: photos@weeklyfisherman.com
Thanks!

Quick Note on Photography . . . 

FWC Proposes Gulf Grouper Rule 
Changes

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
(FWC) on Thursday proposed new rules for the recreational and 
commercial harvest of grouper in Gulf of Mexico state waters.  The 
proposed rules follow up on interim measures taken earlier this 
year and will generally match state grouper rules with pending 
federal regulations.  The goal of the new rules will be to improve 
populations of gag grouper so that quality fishing for this important 
species can continue into the future.

A recent series of federal and state actions addresses overfishing 
of gag grouper in the Gulf by reducing fishing pressure.  These 
actions are designed to achieve gag grouper harvest reductions of 
41-42 percent for the commercial fishery and 26 percent for the 
recreational fishery through a combination of fishing season and 
area closures, annual harvest quota and bag limit adjustments and 
other measures .

The FWC’s proposed new rules would establish a Feb. 1 
through March 31 closed spawning season for all recreational and 
commercial harvest of shallow-water groupers (gag, black, red, 
yellowfin, scamp, yellowmouth, rock hind and red hind) in all Gulf 
state waters.  This proposed two-month closure in Gulf state waters 
would extend a current one-month commercial closed season for 
gag, red and black grouper.

The intent of this closure to all harvest of shallow-water grouper 
species in Gulf state waters is to limit the unintended catch (and 
possible mortality) of gag grouper by closing harvest to all similar 
shallow-water grouper species during the spawning season.

The new rules would also decrease the daily recreational aggregate 
bag limit for all shallow-water groupers from five fish to four fish 
per person.  The current daily recreational bag limit for Gulf gag 
grouper is two fish per person within the aggregate limit.

In addition, the proposed rules would reduce the commercial 
minimum size limit for Gulf red grouper, and for all importation and 
sale of red grouper, from 20 inches to 18 inches total length.  This 
will significantly reduce the number of 18- to 20-inch fish that do 
not survive upon release.

A final public hearing on these rule proposals will take place 
during the next FWC public meeting in Crystal River in June.

More information regarding the proposed grouper regulation 
changes and recent federal and state actions is available online at 
MyFWC.com/docs/CommissionMeetings/2009/2009_Apr_10B_
GulfRedandGagGrouper_Final_Update2B.pdf.
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s

Brent Major visiting from Michigan 
shows off a king fish, 

caught while fishing with 
Captain Frank Piku.

Tarpon season has started in the Keys. Here’s a nice Tarpon release 
from Dream Catcher Charters, Key West.

The Bahamas were yielding 
some nice wahoo!

s

Bonefish wrestlin’ with Capt. Luke Kelly.Treasure Cay Billfish Tournament June 7-12 - Photo of last year’s 
winning team Ohana, releasing a Marlin.
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Man fishing has been tough over here lately as it usually is around the 
full moon. We have managed a couple fish every day but it has been a 
struggle for the past week or so. There has been a nice mix of yellowfin 
, wahoo, and dolphin. It is around this time that we begin our annual 
transition from cable and wire to mono. . Well , with the last cold front 
we decided it was about that time to make the change. 

We started this morning fishing off the edge looking for dolphin, tuna 
and a early season bill. After pounded it out offshore , I decided to head 
back in to the edge . Shortly after getting back inside we had a nice bite 
on our long rigger. We have been working with Joe Schute and he sent 
us a care package of lures to try out here in the Bahamas. Well that’s 
what he ate 3 oz. red head with silver . Joes lures have been working 

great for us over here and this monster late season hoo fell for it. We 
have been using Joes lures with a ballyhoo which can be fished from 
either your riggers or on the deep rod . I love the lures because they are 
heavy enough to use on rough days such as today. We had a great junior 
angler fighting the monster hoo today as he was only 10 years old. The 
hoo weighed in at 91 lbs. We were hoping for 100 but still a lunker . Our 
biggest of the season!!!!

Well I guess I was wrong , as I have been before. It seems there are 
still some nice size hoos if you pound it out on the edge. As I have said 
before it is usually in April that we do catch our biggest wahoo of the 
season as is the case once again . 

We did get offshore a few more times this week as it seems the dolphin 
migration is now in full effect. Finding the frigates birds has been 
the key. Theres seems to be a good bit of em underneath each. A nice 
surprise this week while out for just a short time was boating a 57lb 
yellowfin while fishing just off of the edge. 

We expect billfishing to start as well as the increased dolphin and 
yellowfin bites. We are pretty busy over the next week so look forward 
to next weeks report!!!

Held in Abaco, Bahamas, the 26th Annual Treasure Cay Billfish 
CBT, June 7-12, 2009, announces its first-ever guaranteed cash 
payout, ranging from $10,000 for a minimum of ten boats and up to 
$50,000 for participation of 50 boats. There is also a 10% dockage 
discount during the tournament. The TCBT is a modified release 
tournament offering four days of fishing, social parties, dinners and 
fun competitions. 

Open to the public, the tournament format consists of multiple 
awards for billfish, plus awards for tuna, dolphin and wahoo. Release 
point standings are verified by the participant’s own digital and/
or video camera with an image that can verify the time and date the 
photo was taken. 

Registration, including boat entry, four dinners and four cocktail 
parties for up to six team members, team goody bag with t-shirts & 
hats and room discounts is $2,950 per team. 

Elective participation will be provided for the fun fish division 
of tuna, dolphin and wahoo, rewarding anglers with a payout that 
has rivaled top prizes of U.S. based tournaments. In addition to the 
cash prizes, winners receive beautiful trophies and have their name 
engraved in a statuesque Perpetual Trophy showcased in the resort’s 
Spinnaker restaurant, one of the largest air conditioned out-island 
restaurant facilities available for events. 

To involve the family, a special presentation will be made to Top 
Lady Angler and Top Junior Angler. Hatchet marlin, a species of white 
marlin that seems to be on the grow in the Bahamas, have been added 
to the rules. LMR Tackle, 1495 SE 17th St., Suite E, Ft. Lauderdale, 
FL 33316, phone 954-525-2592, has been designated as the “go to” 
point for information and several tackle dealers and marine businesses 
will soon have registration forms on-site.

The TCBT is renowned for its great food and camaraderie, with 
social events families can enjoy. Also new to the social events is a lay 
day “Hell’s Kitchen” Dock Party Cookoff, with prizes for the most 
innovative dishes. An average of 275 anglers and guests attend each 
tournament, from many states in the U.S. as well as other countries. 
Information and photos from the 2008 event, won by Edward Burr 
and the Ohana fishing team, Jacksonville, FL, are available on www.
treasurecayfishing.com.

The TCBT raises much-needed funds for the children of the 
Treasure Cay Primary School and has contributed to Abaco fire rescue 
equipment, marine rescue efforts and several billfish conservation 
organizations .

Treasure Cay Billfish Tournament Offers Guaranteed Money . . .
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Dirty water was the key out there this week. The wind blew most of the 
time and it came from all differant directions which stirred the water up 
to a pea soup green. This did a lot of good for the yellowtailing. I can’t 
quite say that we had any amazing days, but we were able to come up 
with the ‘tails on every trip. I fish a lot of deep water (over 100 but under 
250) on the boat but I haven’t been out there in over three weeks because 
the reef action has been so good. Another reason for that is because the 
current has been extremely strong due to the full moon. There has been 
times this week that 45 feet of water was too deep due to the current. 

Another sign that summer is right around the corner other than the 
‘tails starting to bite is the fact that the barracudas are showing up all 
over the reef. In the warmer months of the summer they spread out to 

different areas of the reef to feed on different fish. Mostly they like 
yellowtails and mangrove snappers, but they also love a few fish that we 
don’t target like blue tangs (doctor fish), wrasses, parrot fish and blue 
runners. The barracudas are a lot of fun because they put up a nice fight 
and they make great pictures and mounts! The best way to catch them 
is to use the same thing they are there to eat such as a yellowtail or blue 
runner. Just remember that the ‘tails you use for bait must be a legal fish 
which is over 12 inches.

We have been picking up a few king mackerels on the reef lately too. 
They have been coming into the boat thanks to whole ballyhoos on three 
hook rigs. This is our default king rig and it tends to be quite productive. 
There are certainly other ways to catch them, but our simple technique 
sure seems to do the job. It’s pretty much the normal king rig on all party 
boats in south Florida to my understanding. 

There has also been a lot of cero mackerels around as well. In fact the 
“Fishin’ Pole” out of Robbie’s came in with one of the biggest ones I 
have ever seen the other day. It had to be in the 12 to 13 pound range. 
For a cero thats a monster!!! If you want to target them look for the dirty 
water on the reef and preferable have ballyhoos back in your chum slick. 
They will find those chummed up ‘hoos from a mile away!

One thing I haven’t been seeing too many of is the muttons. We did 
get about a 10 pounder last Thursday night on ballyhoo plug in 25 feet 
of water, but that’s the only keeper I’ve brought back to the dock in a 
while. The good mutton bite should start next month around the full 
moon. They will be starting their spawning patterns then and will be 
congregating on wrecks, rock piles and reefs.

Thanks for reading!
Capt. Brian
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1988 17’9” ActionCraft
Totally rewired, new tank, 
incredibly light / bare hull, 
superb boat for the flats specialist 
or first-timer, shallow / deep 
water capabilities that match 
any $30K boat! One Owner, 
equipped with 2001 90hp 
YAMAHA perfectly maintained 
(only 500 hrs), 2005 custom 

trailer. Only $7,000. Call Chuck at (305) 517-9542.

1999 Stamas 31´
Twin 350’s fresh H2O cooled 
(aprox. 450 hrs). Full Tower with 
steering station & electronics. 
2 Furuno Color fish finders; 
Furuno GPS; Furuno radar. 
New Eisenglass enclosure. 
Immaculate Condition Inside and 
Out. Asking $77,500. Call (305) 
289-0455 or (716) 499-2243

2001 Egg Harbor 
Sport Fisherman
 Asking $265,000. Original 
owner. Pristine Condition! 
Low hours. Full electronics: 
GPS, Radar, Autopilot, VHF, 
Depthfinder. Teak interior in 
NEW condition. Professionally 
maintained and Seasonal Usage 
only. Located in Islamorada.

Call (609) 731-1712

03 / 04

00 / 00

03 / 04

2004 Hydra-Sports, 230
225 HP 4-stroke Yamaha, 110 
hrs, recent service, extended 
warranty. T-Top; fishbox; bait 
well; self-bailing cockpit; 
trim tabs; twin batteries; swim 
platform w / ladder. VHF; AM 
/ FM / CD; Garmin GPS; port 
toilet, galley sink, yellow hull. 
No trailer. $35,000. Tavernier. 

E-mail: skellyre@aol.com, or phone: (772) 486-344203 / 11

2005 Angler 2600
Twin 200hp 4-stroke Johnsons; 
clean boat; dry racked its entire 
life (exc during use). Dive ladder 
& tuna door; less than 250 hrs 
on engines; Garmin 3210 GPS; 
linked Garmin GSD Sounder; 
Uniden VHF; head; lg. live well; 
add. outriggers; anchor w / line. 
Asking $38,000, OBO. 

Call (305) 240-3916, or e-mail: hydroslider@hotmail.com03 / 11

2003 Parker 2510 
Walkaround 
2003 Yamaha 225 4-stroke; 
mod. V-hull; swim plat; kicker 
bracket; full-enclosure curtains; 
bimini; Garmin GPS; depth 
finder; marine radio; AM / FM / 
CD; live box; fresh & salt water 
washdowns. Cust. stg. cvr. Low 
hrs. Alum. trailer incl. $44,500. 

Jim (305) 872-5496 or e-mail jimjanewatermolen@msn03 / 11

2001 Pro-Line 20’ 
Dual Console
Bimini Top. Mercury 150 HP 
2-stroke with 153 hours. Trim 
tabs, radio, fish finder, bait 
well, stainless prop and spare 
aluminum prop. In excellent 
condition. Includes boat and 
motor covers. Sugarloaf Key. 
Priced to sell at $10,250.

Call: (305) 872-904000 / 00

Jaguar 35’ Catamaran
Smooth Ride! Easy on 
the gas, planes@15mph, 
cruises@45mph, tops@65mph. 
Evinrude E-Tech Twin 250hp 
Outboards warranty ‘til Jan 
2010. Health forces sale; Best 
Equipped Center Console 35’ on 
the market. Includes custom 6 
wheel, 3 axle Trailer. Call Frank 

Piku (305) 509-1547 or e-mail: fpiku@comcast.com

2003 Grady-White 265 
Express
Twin 225 4-stroke Yamahas with 
trailer. All options. Hoist kept, 
95% fresh water use. Raymarine 
GPS, radar, auto pilot, and (2) 
VHF radios. One owner boat, 
looks and runs like new. Located 
in Islamorada. $68,000. Call 
Randy (586) 945-7568 or email: 

a_schmitt@comcast.net.04 / 01 03 / 18

1985 46’ Ocean S / S
2 671 Detroit JT 450hp diesels 
w / 1825 hrs. New GPS elect.; 
Radar-fathometer (Furuno); 2 
VHF radios; single side-band; 
KVH 6 Sat. track TV sys.; cent 
vac; 2 SR / 2BA; f / w flush; W / 
D; 2 cent. A / C’s. 12ft Whaler w 
/ 15 hp Johnson-Elec bow hoist 
crane . $199,500; $159,500 . Call: 

Jack Sweeting (305) 872-3036, Cell (305) 395-8738.03 / 18
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1990 ChrisCraft 
372 Sundeck Cruiser
Xlnt condition modern cruiser 
or comfort live-a-board. 2 
staterooms w / heads. Total pro 
refit all systems; refit twin 454’s; 
7.5 Westerbeke genset. Fully 
insured. Ready to fish and cruise! 
Live-a-board slip avail. in best 

sunset marina. $80k value, SELL $59,900. (561) 797-4197, or 
(954) 600-7731. Poss. owner financing, poss. long-term lease.04 / 01

1988 28’ Spencer 
Center Console
270 hp turbo diesel inboard. 
Asking $10,000 obo.
Call: (305) 879-9123.

04 / 01

1989 37’ Topaz 
Express Fisherman
Twin 3208 Cats at 375 hp; less 
than 2,000 original hours. 8kw 
gen set kobota, 2 staterooms, 
tower, swim platform, new 
bottom paint. Ready to fish 
or cruise. Valued at $120,000 
Sacrifice for $85,000. Located in 
KCB. Call: (912) 577-6006.04 / 01

2001 Hydra Sports 
21’ Walk Around
w /  200 HP Ocean Pro Johnson. 
Must see. Like new condition! 
Less than 50 hrs. 8’-8” beam, 
electronics, cover. Live-well, fish 
box, foldout rear bimini & More. 
Asking $17,500.
Call owner (305) 852-6255
In Tavernier

04 / 08

1996 Key West 19’ D.C.
115 Yamaha & Alum. Trailer. 
Runs A+, extra-clean, low hours. 
2nd owner, fresh water use, 
Many Extras including: Bimini, 
Full Cover, C .G .E ., Live Well, 
Cooler, Fish Box, etc. Great, all-
around fun little boat - Ready for 
the Water Now! $7,800 (neg.) 
Call (305) 942-3571 for more 

info & pix, or e-mail: bucknrosie@aol.com.04 / 01

2006 / 07 Grady White 
222 Fisherman
225 Yamaha 4-stroke – 115 hrs 
& extended warranty ‘til 2012. 
Color Chart / Sounder; VHF; 
Stereo; Full cushions, covers & 
curtains. ’07 Galvanized trailer.
Good as new - $54,950.
Call (443) 668-6268

2004 Pro Line 23’ Sport
Twin 150 Merc Salt Water Series. 
2004 dual axle trailer; new rotors 
& pads; 5 new tires. S / S props; 
fresh H2O shower / wash down; 
Lowrance GPS; Porta Potty in 
console; live well & fish boxes; 
console canvas encl; trim tabs. 
$32,000 OBO. (305) 853-5888, 
or (973) 441-1117, or e-mail: 

marinaguy@aol.com. Boat in Tavernier.04 / 08

2001 Grady White 28’ 
Sailfish Walk Around
Twin 200 hp Yamaha 2-
strokes. Half Tower, outriggers, 
downrigger; EZ anchor puller, 
full canvas cover. New Garmin 
12” GPS, Raytheon Auto Pilot, 
head, microwave, frig. Low use, 
great condition, ready to fish. 
Asking $59,000. Call Al at: 

(616) 836-3440 or e-mail melgersma@wmol.com04 / 15

2002 19.5 Lifetimer
Welded aluminum hull, lifetime 
warranty. 115 hp Yamaha 
4-stroke low hrs. Twin Oddysey 
batteries, VHF, 2002 EZ Load 
Trailer w / new LED lights 
/ tires. Asking $19,500 obo. 
Located in Keys till April 1st. 
Call (231) 409-9477

2003 21’ Boston Whaler 
Outrage
Mercury 225hp four-stroke. 
Can’t go wrong with a Whaler.
$19,000 obo.
Call Xavier at (305) 393-1779 .

04 / 08

04 / 08

04 / 15
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1989 Wellcraft 23’ 
Center Console
New t-top w / rod holders; 
leaning post; live well; wash 
down; bow cushions; fish finder; 
GPS .
No Engine.
$1,900
Call: (305) 517-9536

04 / 22

1986 29’ Aquasport 
Tourney 290 Sportfish
Must be seen to be appreciated! 
‘02 Twin Mercruiser V-8’s w / 450 
hrs, freshwater cooled. ‘02 B / W 
velvet-drive transmissions. ‘09 
elect.; head; full tower w / dual cont; 
windlass; trim tabs; sleeps 4; fighting 
chair; outriggers; Tri-axle trailer. Call: 
(305) 745-2992, or (860) 529-2084; 

e-mail: mwalexander@cox.net.ing $28,500. Located in Cudjoe.05 / 13

2002 STRIKE 29 
CENTER CONSOLE
Twin 330 Cummins Diamond 
Diesels (apx 500 hrs), cutty 
cabin, console enclosure, Furuno 
electronics, fresh water system, 
seat and console covers, live 
and bait wells, $98,500. Trades 
considered. Boat is in Marathon, 
FL. Call: (315) 649-2861

04 / 29

1994 18’ Action Craft
130 Yamaha, trailer, push pole, 
VHF, stereo, and new cushions. 
This boat is in excellent 
condition, with very little use. 
Asking $7,700 obo. Located in 
Key Largo .
Call: (305) 451-0916 or 
(305) 619-0569

04 / 29

2002 23’ Hydra Sport
With a 225 hp Johnson. T-Top, 
stereo, GPS, depth, VHF, and 
live well. New aluminum trailer. 
this boat & motors are like new 
with under 300hrs. A must see in 
Key Largo .
Call: (305) 451-0916 or 
(305) 619-0569 (cell)

04 / 29

Advertise your boats, engines, etc. here
in the Keys Boat Exchange

— www.keysboatexchange.com —
Your ad will reach up & down the Keys!

Call (305) 766-BOAT (2628)
E-mail: info@weeklyfisherman.com

Mario Zambetti and family from Georgia had a great day of fishing 
aboard Fin Razer with Capt. Brandon Jimenez and mate Matt Davis. 
The Zambettis have fished all over the world and commented that the 

3 days fishing in Key Largo were as good as they had ever experienced.
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Moon Phases
New: 04/24/09 • First Quarter: 05/01/09
Full: 05/09/09 • Last Quarter: 05/17/09

All Tide predictions may not be accurate. The Weekly Fisherman 
accepts no liabilities associated with any referenced use 

of the above-listed tidal information.

KEY LARGO (Ocean Reef) BIG PINE (West Side - Pine Channel)

ISLAMORADA (Whale Harbor) CUDJOE KEY (Pirates Cove)

MARATHON (Boot Key Harbor) KEY WEST (South Side Hawk Channel)

High Low High Low High
Date Day Time / Height Time / Height Time / Height Time / Height Time / Height
Apr 22  Wed  12:58 AM / 

0.38 ft
 06:59 AM / 
2.32 ft

 01:15 PM / 
-0.02 ft

 07:34 PM / 
2.53 ft 

Apr 23  Thu  01:42 AM / 
0.24 ft

 07:44 AM / 
2.42 ft

 01:57 PM / 
-0.29 ft

 08:20 PM / 
2.70 ft 

Apr 24  Fri  02:26 AM / 
0.12 ft

 08:28 AM / 
2.51 ft

 02:39 PM / 
-0.51 ft

 09:06 PM / 
2.81 ft 

Apr 25  Sat  03:09 AM / 
0.04 ft

 09:12 AM / 
2.57 ft

 03:23 PM / 
-0.66 ft

 09:52 PM / 
2.87 ft 

Apr 26  Sun  03:54 AM / 
0.02 ft

 09:58 AM / 
2.60 ft

 04:09 PM / 
-0.71 ft

 10:40 PM / 
2.87 ft 

Apr 27  Mon  04:41 AM / 
0.06 ft

 10:45 AM / 
2.60 ft

 04:58 PM / 
-0.67 ft

 11:29 PM / 
2.81 ft 

Apr 28  Tue  05:31 AM / 
0.14 ft

 11:36 AM / 
2.56 ft

 05:52 PM / 
-0.53 ft  

Apr 29  Wed  12:22 AM / 
2.72 ft

 06:26 AM / 
0.24 ft

 12:31 PM / 
2.50 ft

 06:50 PM / 
-0.34 ft

High Low High Low High
Date Day Time / Height Time / Height Time / Height Time / Height Time / Height
Apr 22  Wed  01:44 AM / 

0.18 ft
 07:25 AM / 
1.33 ft

 02:01 PM / 
-0.01 ft

 08:00 PM / 
1.45 ft 

Apr 23  Thu  02:28 AM / 
0.11 ft

 08:10 AM / 
1.39 ft

 02:43 PM / 
-0.14 ft

 08:46 PM / 
1.54 ft 

Apr 24  Fri  03:12 AM / 
0.06 ft

 08:54 AM / 
1.44 ft

 03:25 PM / 
-0.24 ft

 09:32 PM / 
1.61 ft 

Apr 25  Sat  03:55 AM / 
0.02 ft

 09:38 AM / 
1.47 ft

 04:09 PM / 
-0.31 ft

 10:18 PM / 
1.64 ft 

Apr 26  Sun  04:40 AM / 
0.01 ft

 10:24 AM / 
1.49 ft

 04:55 PM / 
-0.34 ft

 11:06 PM / 
1.64 ft 

Apr 27  Mon  05:27 AM / 
0.03 ft

 11:11 AM / 
1.49 ft

 05:44 PM / 
-0.32 ft

 11:55 PM /  
1.61 ft 

Apr 28  Tue  06:17 AM / 
0.07 ft

 12:02 PM / 
1.47 ft

 06:38 PM / 
-0.25 ft  

Apr 29  Wed  12:48 AM / 
1.56 ft

 07:12 AM / 
0.11 ft

 12:57 PM / 
1.43 ft

 07:36 PM / 
-0.16 ft

High Low High Low High
Date Day Time / Height Time / Height Time / Height Time / Height Time / Height
Apr 22  Wed  01:33 AM / 

0.29 ft
 07:35 AM / 
1.69 ft

 02:09 PM / 
-0.06 ft

 08:26 PM / 
1.50 ft 

Apr 23  Thu  02:01 AM / 
0.34 ft

 08:07 AM / 
1.90 ft

 02:50 PM / 
-0.29 ft

 09:15 PM / 
1.49 ft 

Apr 24  Fri  02:30 AM / 
0.39 ft

 08:41 AM / 
2.10 ft

 03:32 PM / 
-0.48 ft

 10:02 PM / 
1.45 ft 

Apr 25  Sat  03:00 AM / 
0.43 ft

 09:17 AM / 
2.27 ft

 04:16 PM / 
-0.59 ft

 10:48 PM / 
1.37 ft 

Apr 26  Sun  03:33 AM / 
0.46 ft

 09:56 AM / 
2.39 ft

 05:04 PM / 
-0.63 ft

 11:36 PM / 
1.26 ft 

Apr 27  Mon  04:08 AM / 
0.48 ft

 10:39 AM / 
2.44 ft

 05:55 PM / 
-0.58 ft  

Apr 28  Tue  12:25 AM / 
1.15 ft

 04:47 AM / 
0.51 ft

 11:27 AM / 
2.41 ft

 06:51 PM / 
-0.46 ft  

Apr 29  Wed  01:19 AM / 
1.05 ft

 05:34 AM / 
0.56 ft

 12:19 PM / 
2.30 ft

 07:54 PM / 
-0.32 ft

High Low High Low High
Date Day Time / Height Time / Height Time / Height Time / Height Time / Height
Apr 22  Wed  04:04 AM / 

0.14 ft
 08:57 AM / 
0.81 ft

 04:40 PM / 
-0.02 ft

 09:49 PM / 
0.73 ft 

Apr 23  Thu  04:34 AM / 
0.14 ft

 09:27 AM / 
0.89 ft

 05:22 PM / 
-0.11 ft

 10:37 PM / 
0.72 ft 

Apr 24  Fri  05:05 AM / 
0.15 ft

 09:59 AM / 
0.96 ft

 06:05 PM / 
-0.19 ft

 11:24 PM / 
0.68 ft 

Apr 25  Sat  05:38 AM / 
0.15 ft

 10:34 AM / 
1.03 ft

 06:50 PM / 
-0.25 ft  

Apr 26  Sun  12:11 AM / 
0.64 ft

 06:14 AM / 
0.15 ft

 11:13 AM / 
1.07 ft

 07:38 PM / 
-0.27 ft  

Apr 27  Mon  01:00 AM / 
0.58 ft

 06:52 AM / 
0.15 ft

 11:56 AM / 
1.08 ft

 08:29 PM / 
-0.25 ft  

Apr 28  Tue  01:51 AM / 
0.52 ft

 07:34 AM / 
0.16 ft

 12:44 PM / 
1.07 ft

 09:25 PM / 
-0.21 ft  

Apr 29  Wed  02:47 AM / 
0.48 ft

 08:23 AM / 
0.18 ft

 01:40 PM / 
1.03 ft

 10:26 PM / 
-0.14 ft

High Low High Low High
Date Day Time / Height Time / Height Time / Height Time / Height Time / Height
Apr 22  Wed  12:28 AM / 

1.08 ft
 05:06 AM / 
0.26 ft

 12:26 PM / 
1.19 ft

 05:42 PM / 
-0.03 ft  

Apr 23  Thu  01:18 AM / 
1.08 ft

 05:36 AM / 
0.27 ft

 12:56 PM / 
1.32 ft

 06:24 PM / 
-0.21 ft  

Apr 24  Fri  02:06 AM / 
1.06 ft

 06:07 AM / 
0.27 ft

 01:28 PM / 
1.43 ft

 07:07 PM / 
-0.36 ft  

Apr 25  Sat  02:53 AM / 
1.01 ft

 06:40 AM / 
0.28 ft

 02:03 PM / 
1.52 ft

 07:52 PM / 
-0.46 ft  

Apr 26  Sun  03:40 AM / 
0.94 ft

 07:16 AM / 
0.28 ft

 02:42 PM / 
1.58 ft

 08:40 PM / 
-0.50 ft  

Apr 27  Mon  04:29 AM / 
0.86 ft

 07:54 AM / 
0.28 ft

 03:25 PM / 
1.60 ft

 09:31 PM / 
-0.47 ft  

Apr 28  Tue  05:20 AM / 
0.77 ft

 08:36 AM / 
0.30 ft

 04:13 PM / 
1.59 ft

 10:27 PM / 
-0.39 ft  

Apr 29  Wed  06:16 AM / 
0.71 ft

 09:25 AM / 
0.33 ft

 05:09 PM / 
1.52 ft

 11:28 PM / 
-0.26 ft

High Low High Low High
Date Day Time / Height Time / Height Time / Height Time / Height Time / Height
Apr 22  Wed  01:42 AM / 

0.30 ft
 07:44 AM / 
1.66 ft

 02:18 PM / 
-0.04 ft

 08:36 PM / 
1.50 ft 

Apr 23  Thu  02:12 AM / 
0.31 ft

 08:14 AM / 
1.83 ft

 03:00 PM / 
-0.25 ft

 09:24 PM / 
1.47 ft 

Apr 24  Fri  02:43 AM / 
0.32 ft

 08:46 AM / 
1.98 ft

 03:43 PM / 
-0.42 ft

 10:11 PM / 
1.41 ft 

Apr 25  Sat  03:16 AM / 
0.32 ft

 09:21 AM / 
2.11 ft

 04:28 PM / 
-0.54 ft

 10:58 PM / 
1.31 ft 

Apr 26  Sun  03:52 AM / 
0.32 ft

 10:00 AM / 
2.20 ft

 05:16 PM / 
-0.59 ft

 11:47 PM / 
1.19 ft 

Apr 27  Mon  04:30 AM / 
0.33 ft

 10:43 AM / 
2.23 ft

 06:07 PM / 
-0.55 ft  

Apr 28  Tue  12:38 AM / 
1.07 ft

 05:12 AM / 
0.35 ft

 11:31 AM / 
2.20 ft

 07:03 PM / 
-0.45 ft  

Apr 29  Wed  01:34 AM / 
0.99 ft

 06:01 AM / 
0.39 ft

 12:27 PM / 
2.11 ft

 08:04 PM / 
-0.31 ft
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This Directory is a comprehensive list of the best shallow water flats guides & offshore charter skippers 
from Key Largo to Key West. Flats species of fish include: Bonefish, Permit, Tarpon, Redfish, Snook & 
Trout. Offshore species of fish include: Dolphin, Sailfish, Wahoo, Kingfish, Tuna, Snapper & Grouper. 

Gulf species of fish include: Kingfish, Grouper, Snapper, Cobia & Tarpon.

Listings in this Directory are available for only 
$5.50 / week, = $286 / year print and web.

Lower Keys (cont.) Big Pine Key to Key West
Captain / Charter Contact Info

Capt. Kevin Wilson OFF / REEF (305) 745-5634
   www.fishmekeywest.com
Capt. Brad Nowicki BC / FL / OFF / REEF / GF (305) 481-7908
   www.captainbradnowicki.com
Sightfish Charters FL (305) 304-6132
   www.sightfishfloridakeys.com
Capt. Sandy Horn BC / FL (305) 393-6913
   shorn2979@yahoo.com
Capt. Steve Lamp FL / OFF / WR / GF / FLY / TP (888) 362-3474
   www.fishingkeywest.com
Capt. Frank Piku OFF / GULF / REEF (305) 509-1547
Daytime / Nightime Swordfishing Trips www.captainfranksfishingcharters.com

Andy Griffiths Charters OVN / MD / OFF / REEF (305) 296-2639
 Night Swordfishing  www.fishandy.com
Capt. Bo Sellers BC / FL (305) 304-8442
   www.sightfishingkeywest.com
Capt. Andrew Tipler BC / FL / OFF / REEF (305) 744-9796
 Last Cast Charters  www.lastcastcharters.net
Capt. Tony Taverna OFF / REEF / INSHORE (631) 355-9344 
Morning Star Sportfishing  www.morningstarsportfishingcharters.net

Capt. Luke Kelly FL / FLY / LT / BC / TP (305) 304-3152 
keyflat@mac.com  www.lowerkeysflatsfishing.com
Capt. Barry / Capt. James OFF / REEF / WR (305) 407-4381
 Eva Marie Sportfishing bgandrews18@aol.com (305) 304-6283

Middle Keys Long Key to Marathon
Captain / Charter Contact Info

Capt. Nick Borraccino OFF / REEF / WR (508) 769-4189
 Best Bet Sportfishing  www.bestbetsportfishing.com
Capt. Pip’s Sportfishing OFF / REEF / TP (305) 743-4403
   www.captainpips.com
Capt. Steve “Coach” Demuth Tarpon Only (941) 716-4043
 Catch A Tarpon Fishing Charters  tarponcoach@comcast.net
Capt. Butch Hewlett Live Bait Tarpon Only (305) 743-4594
   bnbfishing@bellsouth.net
Capt. David Schugar OFF / REEF (305) 610-4778
   www.sweetenufcharters.com
Capt. Paul Suarez Licensed Captain (305) 731-7464
  Any Boat
Main Attraction OFF / REEF (305) 289-0071
   www.mainattraction.org
Capt. Ron Teke OFF / REEF / WR / BAY (305)289-8790
   www.KeysMagic.com
Capt. John Kohler BC / FT / LT / FLY (305) 852-0369
Osprey Backcountry Charters  jdkohler@bellsouth.net
Capt. Joe Saldino FL / LT / BC / MD / TP / FLY (305) 731-0039
   oakjo@bellsouth.net

Lower Keys Big Pine Key to Key West
Captain / Charter Contact Info

Capt. Chris Lembo OFF / REEF (305) 292-0067
   incognitocharters@comcast.net

Kelly Creegan (Buffalo, NY) with a 35 lb. permit 
caught with Capt. Ron Wagner.
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This Directory is a comprehensive list of the best shallow water flats guides & offshore charter skippers 
from Key Largo to Key West. Flats species of fish include: Bonefish, Permit, Tarpon, Redfish, Snook & 
Trout. Offshore species of fish include: Dolphin, Sailfish, Wahoo, Kingfish, Tuna, Snapper & Grouper. 

Gulf species of fish include: Kingfish, Grouper, Snapper, Cobia & Tarpon.

Upper Keys Key Largo to Islamorada
Captain / Charter Contact Info

Capt. Greg Eklund OFF / REEF / WR / FL (305) 360-7476
 Cloud Nine Charters  www.islamoradafishingtrips.com

Key Largo Fishing OFF / BC / REEF (305) 923-9293
 Adventures  www.keyssportfishing.com
Capt. Scott Keller OFF / BC (305) 664-6678
   captscott@badhabitfishingcharters.com

Capt. Ron Moore OFF / REEF / MD (305) 304-9473
 Miller Time Charters  www.millertimesportfishing.com

Capt. Matt Bellinger BC / GULF / REEF / WR (305) 393-0909
   www.bamboocharters.com
Capt. Joe Petrucco OFF / GF / WR / REEF / BC (305) 304-4580
   www.killerinstinctcharters.com
Capt. George Clark, Jr. OFF / REEF / BC (305) 522-2638
   www.rodeocharters.com
Capt. Jef Pfister BC / FL (877) 362-5743
   www.docksidecharters.com
Capt. Mike Makowski BC / FL / FLY / LT (305) 481-0111
 Black Foot Charter  www.blackfootfishing.com
Capt. Wells Gable BC / FL (305) 522-2373
   www.captwellsgable@msn.com
Killer White Charters OFF / REEF / TP (305) 522-0374
   www.killerwhite.com
Capt. John Kohler BC / FL / LT / FLY (305) 852-0369
 Osprey Backcountry Charters  jdkohler@bellsouth.net
Capt. Ann Holahan BC / FL / TP / FLY (305) 664-5891 
   www.boneranger.com
Capt. Lain Goodwin BC / FL (305) 304-2212
   captain@dirtywatercharters.com

Capt. Tad Burke BC / Fl / GF / OFF  (305) 852-0739
   (305) 451-7354
Capt. Kevin Brown Golden Reserve Charters (305) 394-0792
   www.goldreservecharters.com

Capt. John Taskowitz OFF (305) 664-9202
   www.suzannefishingcharters.com

Capt. Ted Benbow FL / BC (305) 393-0363
   www.skinsandfinscharters.com
Capt. Bill Wert FL / BC / LT / GF / FLY (305) 393-1910
 Whisper Charters  mrbill54@bellsouth.net
Capt. Stephen Murray BC / FL / LT (305) 393-1641
   stevemurray126@comcast.net
Capt. Ron Allen Fish Tales Charters (305) 664-0050
   www.fishtalessportfishing.com
Capt. Butch Green Sassy Lady Charters (305) 394-4717
   sassyladycharters@comcast.net
Capt. Jeff Van Derflue BC (305) 393-6940
   flatitudecharters@hotmail.com
Capt. Don Clark OFF (305) 393-2788
   www.seahorsecharters.com
Capt. Richard Burson BC / FLY / LT / GF / REEF (305) 360-3262
 R-U Fishing Yet Charters 

Upper Keys (cont.) Key Largo to Islamorada
Captain / Charter Contact Info

Capt. Juan Garcia BC / GF / REEF / OFF (305) 297-0438
 Beats Land Charters  www.beatslandcharters.com
Capt. Skip Bradeen OFF (305) 481-5151
   www.bluechiptoo.com
Capt. Steve Friedman FL / BC / FLY (305) 393-3474
   www.afishingguide.com
Capt. Larry Wren OFF (305) 360-4900
 A Pirates Choice Charters  www.apirateschoice.com
Capt. Dave Purdo FL / BC (305) 852-5989

Capt. J.R. OFF 800-473-4106 or 305-481-0649
captainjr@bellsouth.net  www.captainj-rcharters.com
Capt Mitch Mitchell BC / FL 305-587-1150
   www.reelchaoscharters.com
Capt. Kerry Wingo BC / LT / FL / FLY Klcaptkw@aol.com
   www.tailsupfishing.com
Capt.Augie Wampler’s OFF (305) 393-2765
 captwamp@yahoo.com  www.BlueWaterPredator.com 
Capt. Ron Brack OFF (305) 484-8410
 www.hatatudecharters.com  (305) 393-0452
Capt. Jeff Frasier OFF (305) 393-3981
Genesis Charters  www.genesischarters.com
Capt. Donny Lange BC / FL (305) 522-1929 
whereisdl@yahoo.com  www.captdonny.com
Capt. Ron Wagner TP / LT / FLY / BC / FL / GF / REEF (304) 664-2028
   fishwithcaptron@hotmail.com
Capt.Paul Hunt BC / FL / LT / FLY (305) 393-2495
captpaul@finhuntercharters.com  www.finhuntercharters.com
Capt. Bruce Andersen OFF / WR (305) 360-2120
Capt. Easy Charters  www.captaineasycharters.com
Capt. Skip Nielsen BC / FL / LT (305) 664-9314
   skipcyd@bellsouth.net
Capt. Robert Mathias, Jr “RESTLESS TOO” (305) 304-4422
capt@floridakeysfishing.com  www.floridakeysfishing.com
Capt.Bruce Pollock FL / BC / LT (305) 393-5269 
Edge Charters www.florida-keys-fishing-guides.com CaptainBruce@florida-keys-fishing-guides.com

Capt. Jack Falcucci OFF / REEF (305) 393-0795
  50’ Custom Ocean Sportfish

Listings in this Directory are available for only 
$5.50 / week, = $286 / year print and web.

www.keysboatexchange.com 
ranked #1 on Google 

for Keys “boats for sale”.


